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Abstract 
An affective imbalance is noticed in the case of preadolescents, being reflected in the way of socializing. 
The starting hypothesis was that there is a discrepancy between the preadolescents behaviour in family and social 
environments. We have assumed that this discrepancy is due to the family failure to perform its functions and this can 
lead to an imbalance between the two main components in a pre-teenager’s life: family and friends. 
The conclusions have shown a specific structuring typology of the affective level at pre-teenagers, with impact in 
socio-emotional integration.  
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1. Theoretical background 
The families in contemporary societies have passed through deep changes in the last decades, thus the 
term of family has become more ambiguous.  
The family is a sociological and psychological unit which gives, by its existence, social identity. It 
represents the primary nucleus of the human organization, around which the functions of the society are 
performed on a smaller scale. 
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Today’s child represents an object of concern, which leads, on one hand, to creation of new relations 
between parents and on the other hand, to new relations between parents and children.  
The family is one of the most important social cells, offering social identity by its existence. L. 
Krappman stated that the identity represents the performance achieved by an individual in order to 
involve himself into joint social action and communication (Krappman, 1980). The identity of the family 
is based upon social and affective level.   
M. Voinea identifies the following functions of the family (Voinea, 1993): a) Economic Function – it 
involves the provision of material, financial resources, required for the family's existence, this being the 
underlying function for the achieving of the other functions; b) Socialization Function -  it involves the 
transmission of values, principles and behavioural models pertaining to a certain social group. In other 
words, it is the educational function. c) Solidarity Function – it involves the manifestation of feelings of 
affection, respect and belonging to the familial group, of mutual trust of its members, mutual help and 
support;  d) Sexual-Reproductive Function – it involves the mutual sexual satisfaction of the both spouses 
and bringing up of children.  
Socialization is the fundamental process for transmission of culture and social organization to the 
following generations, thus providing the society’s continuity, stability and perpetuation. Therefore, it has 
more purposes: 1. Psychical – child’s development of its constant psychical features, by which it gets an 
identity in relation to other peers; 2. Social - development of social utilization of social statuses and roles 
required for social integration; 3. Cultural - assimilation of symbols, language and values of living, in a 
word, the cultural model (Schifirnet, 2004).  
2. Research investigation 
It is known that family and school have the most important roles in a child's life. Depending on these, a 
child creates its behaviour and shapes its personality.  
The purpose of the paper was to investigate the cause of the difference between the preteenagers social 
and familial environment. 
In our investigation we have pursued two objectives: the first one is the investigation and analysis of 
the preadolescents behaviour within the family, as shown in the family picture and environment where its 
functions have been changed; the second one is the analysis of the teenager's behaviour in the social 
environment, his interaction with others, as shown by the festive meal test.  
2.1. Hypothesis 
It is known that there is a connection between a child’s behaviour in family and in society. This 
situation produced the following question: Is there a discrepancy between a preteenagers social and 
family identity? 
2.2. Methods 
The method used was the pretesting of the tests on Romanian population by Ursula Schiopu, family 
test in 1994. 
During the testing period, we firstly applied the family test, and secondly the festive meal test.  
In order to attain our purpose, the research methods applied were the family test and the festive meal 
test, randomly applied to 42 students, 18 girls and 24 boys, with ages between 11 and 14 years old, sixth 
and seventh grade from Nicolae Titulescu Primary School No. 3 and from Primary School No. 96 from 
Bucharest, which offer their services to 1000 families, whose economic level is low towards medium. 
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The tendency toward extraversion and introversion express the preference that everyone of us manifest 
for the out world of the relationship with the others on one side, and the other side for the inside world of 
the insight, consequent, a world in which an introvert person feels at his ease. 
Referring to the leader we identify the person who has the group appreciation and esteem, keeping 
captured their attention. By his qualities, the leader becomes a reference person, being taken as a standard 
in  the  appreciations  and  comparing  with  the  others.  At  the  other  side  there  is  a  person  with  a  passive  
attitude, devoid of defence before the requirements of society members. 
3. Results 
Our results have shown the pre-teenagers features in relation to his family and the social group and the 
way they are perceived. 
4. Conclusions 
Our research has revealed a paradox – the leader and extroversion variables seem to show the social 
activism in the formal group while he was passive. Besides, this is correlated with a social downfall (in 
the view of an adult), hence the lack of valorization of pre-teenager’s possibilities, lack of responsibilities 
given by parents (empowerment). 
Our research revealed the fact that the majority consider themselves informal leaders and extroverts 
from where would result the social activism but, according with the large number of passive attitudes 
designates a paradox. This thing can be observed in the family test from where we could see that a large 
number of preadolescents suffering because of the lack of socialization. We can correlate the social 
regress, from the family test, with the lack of awareness of their own possibilities, manifesting a passive 
attitude because of the lack of responsibility given by the parents to them 
Therefore, there is a contradiction at the emotional level which is reflected in their way to socialize. 
From the point of view of the family functions, the function of solidarity is affected, more precisely, the 
belonging to the family group, the confidence of the members one in each other. 
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